
NATURAL CYCLE
HATCHERY

CYCLE

Ne l s o n  A v e .

G r a n d

A v e .

T abl e

M
tn

.

B l vd .

Ol i v e

Hwy .

Or o v i l l e Da m

B l v d.

K
e

ll
y

R
id

g
e

99

70

162

162

L ak e Or ovi l l e 
and Dam

T her mal i to
F or ebay

T her mal i to 
After bay

F
e

a
th

e
r

R i v e r

T o  C h i c o

T o  Ma r y s v i l l e

T h e r ma l i t o
P o we r pl a n t

V i s i t o r  
C e n t e r

E dwa r d
H y a t t

P o we r pl a n t

See
Detail

Map

Orovi l le

Nelson            Avenue

Grand

Avenue

N

Fe
at

he
r

Ri
ve

r
Bl

vd

Montgomery     
 Street M

yers

St.

Oroville

Dam

Blvd

B
lvd.

F
e

a
th

e
r

R
iv

er

70

BUS

162

70

.0 0.5 1.0

Scale in Miles

T a b le

M
o u n ta in

B l v d

F E A T H E R
R IV E R

F IS H
H A T C H E R Y

Fis h B arrier
Dam

Thermalito
Divers ion

Dam

P o w e r
C a n a l

0 l i v eHwy162

R iverview
Terrace

Oroville

Legend
Parks, Picnic Areas

W
ashinto n

Parking P

P P

T h e r m a l i t o

T H E  C A L I F O R N I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  WA T E R  R E S O U R C E SDE
PA

RT
MENT OF WATER RESOURCES

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

OROVILLE - THERMALITO COMPLEX

   The Feather River Fish Hatchery is part of the Oroville-
Thermalito Complex, which includes Lake Oroville and 
Oroville Dam, Hyatt Powerplant, Thermalito Forebay and 
Afterbay, power canal, powerplant and diversion dam.  
   The complex is an integral facility of the Department’s 
State Water Project, which delivers water for agriculture, 
cities and industries, and provides flood control, 
recreation, water quality improvement, fish and wildlife 
protection and hydroelectric power.

R  E  L  E  A S  E    S  I  T  E

   As hatchery fish reach the right size and age, they are 
transported in oxygenated, temperature-controlled trucks 
to release sites near Benicia. By releasing them closer to 
the Pacific Ocean where they will grow and mature for the 
next two or three years, the salmon have a better chance 
of survival.
   Hatchery releases are done almost daily from May 
through September. Releases depend on number of fish, 
trucks, and staff available as well as the weather.
   When the salmon return to spawn, they instinctively travel 
through the Delta, up the Feather River to the hatchery. 
   Scientists tend to agree that the salmon's ability to smell 
the homestead water draws the fish to return to their 
place of birth.

Fish undergo physical changes, stop eating 
and their skin turns from bright silver to black 
and red. Male develops hooked jaw.

Eggs and young are 
reared in the Hatchery.
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Silvery fish enter the rivers-headed for the 
spawning areas - in the fall

In the fall, spawning salmon deposit eggs 
and milt in gravel nest - then die.

In ocean waters, the fish grow 
to maturity spending 1-4 years 
in the ocean.

Fish hatch in the spring, in gravel 
beds and get nourishment from 
attached yolk sac.

Once the yolk sac is absorbed the 
young salmon, now called fingerlings, 
feed on insects and other food in the 
Feather River.

At about 3" in length the small salmon undergo a 
physiological change to prepare them for their ocean 
life. The fish, called smolts at this stage, are released 
into the San Francisco Bay area.

Plastic tray containing 9,000 fertilized 
eggs. (The average female produces 
between 2,500 to 5,000 eggs.)

Eggs are taken from the female and 
fertilized with milt from the male.
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